Private Prison Lobbyists Are Raising Cash for Hillary Clinton
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As immigration and incarceration issues become central to the

2016 presidential campaign, lobbyists for two major prison companies

are serving as top fundraisers for Hillary Clinton.
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Corrections Corporation of America and the Geo Group could both see
their fortunes turning if there are fewer people to lock up in the future.

Last week, Clinton and other candidates revealed a number of lobbyists

who are serving as “bundlers” for their campaigns. Bundlers collect con-
tributions on behalf of a campaign, and are often rewarded with special
favors, such as access to the candidate.

Richard Sullivan, of the lobbying firm Capitol Counsel, is a bundler for
the Clinton campaign, bringing in $44,859 in contributions in a few
short months. Sullivan is also a registered lobbyist for the Geo Group, a
company that operates a number of jails, including immigrant deten-
tion centers, for profit.

As we reported yesterday, fully five Clinton bundlers work for the lobby-
ing and law firm Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld. Corrections Corpora-
tion of America, the largest private prison company in America, paid
Akin Gump $240,000 in lobbying fees last year. The firm also serves as a
law firm for the prison giant, representing the company in court.

Akin Gump lobbyist and Clinton bundler Brian Popper disclosed that he
previously helped CCA defeat efforts to compel private prisons to re-
spond to Freedom of Information Act requests.

Hillary Clinton has a complicated history with incarceration. As first
lady, she championed efforts to get tough on crime. “We need more po-
lice, we need more and tougher prison sentences for repeat offenders,”
Clinton said in 1994. “The ‘three strikes and you’re out’ for violent of-
fenders has to be part of the plan. We need more prisons to keep violent
offenders for as long as it takes to keep them off the streets,” she added.

In recent months, Clinton has tacked left in some ways, and now calls
for alternatives to incarceration and for greater police accountability.
And while Clinton has backed a path to citizenship for undocumented
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people in America, she recently signaled a willingness to crack down on
so-called “sanctuary cities,” a move that could lead to more immigrant
detentions.

The future of both criminal justice reform and immigration are critical
for private prison firms. The Geo Group, in a disclosure statement for
its investors, notes that its business could be “adversely affected by
changes in existing criminal or immigration laws, crime rates in juris-
dictions in which we operate, the relaxation of criminal or immigration
enforcement efforts, leniency in conviction, sentencing or deportation
practices, and the decriminalization of certain activities that are cur-
rently proscribed by criminal laws or the loosening of immigration
laws.”

WAIT! BEFORE YOU GO on about your day, ask yourself: How likely is it that
the story you just read would have been produced by a different news outlet if
The Intercept hadn’t done it?

Consider what the world of media would look like without The Intercept. Who
would hold party elites accountable to the values they proclaim to have? How
many covert wars, miscarriages of justice, and dystopian technologies would
remain hidden if our reporters weren’t on the beat?

The kind of reporting we do is essential to democracy, but it is not easy, cheap,
or profitable. The Intercept is an independent nonprofit news outlet. We don’t
have ads, so we depend on our members — 45,000 and counting — to help us
hold the powerful to account. Joining is simple and doesn’t need to cost a lot:
You can become a sustaining member for as little as $3 or $5 a month. That’s
all it takes to support the journalism you rely on.

Become a Member —
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