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ICE blocks release of coronavirus testing
information at jail, N.J. official says
Posted Apr 23, 2020
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement is blocking the Essex County jail from

saying how many immigration detainees have been tested for the coronavirus,

according to Essex County Chief of Staff Philip Alagia.

“We were officially notified today that ICE has prohibited us from reporting any

information regarding their detainees including all of our test results,” Alagia wrote in

an email Thursday. “Our attorneys are reviewing that notification.”

An ICE spokesman did not immediately respond to questions about why they were

blocking the information, if they were going to release information on their own, or if

coronavirus tests would continue.

Earlier in the month, the Essex County Correctional Facility became the first jail in the

state to begin testing all inmates, which included immigration detainees.

It began reporting the total number of ICE detainees early April, when there were 566,

and the county started issuing reports about how many had COVID-19 last week.

CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES: Live map tracker | Newsletter | Homepage

A total of 115 ICE detainees had been tested as of Monday. The vast majority (89)

either tested positive or had “developed immunity to the virus after exposure,”

according to the county.

An additional 85 New Jersey ICE detainees had been set free as of Tuesday due to
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“COVID-19 risk factors," but ICE is also blocking the county from saying how many

have been released going forward.

Essex still held 500 ICE detainees as of Wednesday, according to the county.

Officials will continue releasing test results for non-immigration inmates, Alagia said in

a follow-up email.

ICE began releasing people last month amid the pandemic, around the same time the

first detainees tested positive. One person described their conditions as “mice in a

little box,” and another said sickness was "spreading like wildfire.”

Our journalism needs your support. Please subscribe today to NJ.com.

Blake Nelson can be reached at bnelson@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter

at @BCunninghamN.

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a commission.

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement,

Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement, and Your California Privacy Rights (each updated

1/1/20).

© 2020 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or

otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

Ad Choices

Accuracy is essential.

In times like these, reliable local news matters more than ever.

Subscribe today and help keep our journalists on this story.

Subscribe Now

https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/03/ice-begins-releasing-some-detainees-at-two-nj-correctional-facilities-source-says.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/03/second-ice-detainee-in-nj-tests-positive-for-coronavirus.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/03/everyone-is-scared-inside-an-ice-detention-center-where-a-detainee-tested-positive-for-coronavirus.html
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2020/04/voices-from-ice-detention-its-gone-crazy-in-here.html
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.com%2Fdigitalsubscription%2Finline%2F%3Futm_source%3DINL%26utm_medium%3DACQ-ADH0-123b%26utm_campaign%3DACQ%26utm_content%3Dreporter_tagline&data=02%7C01%7CBNelson%40njadvancemedia.com%7C0dbc86b998a144cc46fe08d7e6b2bba1%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637231527650232042&sdata=OqdxIj8ZGJW%2B96UfLJXWVjH8nMwhTBtPNbfEK3O3MGo%3D&reserved=0
http://nj.com/
mailto:bnelson@njadvancemedia.com
https://twitter.com/
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.nj.com/user-agreement/
https://www.nj.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.nj.com/privacy-policy/#california_top
https://www.njadvancemedia.com/us/
https://www.nj.com/communityrules/
https://www.nj.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://nj.com/digitalsubscription/eoa/?utm_source=MOD&utm_medium=ACQ-SUP1-60a&utm_campaign=ACQ&_ptid=%7Bjcx%7DH4sIAAAAAAAAAI2QS2-DMBCE_4vPcWQbGwy3tKFqXuQhlCa5GdsQS0Aoj0BV9b-XpGmrSD10b7vfzGi070AYBTzAyDhtFzIvGjAAhUj01uh2ciEEEQQRhYRC7EBsQ8KhgxnMgg2eRjjcrPdvQVwZqAiRwsGxQoojJpFWPIqViGM3spDrij5Yd4Uujc6lvkb7Ozpi9oHMHqaPd9TvtGxqc8qvMhxRqlCCIg5RP6RSmqvavDoJkUo5NGapi-78I_ljro6nNtRZkYpaz8bWfjlHB879PcastxxF9Q2BV5eNHoD6tl_dy5DMVy90vVs92eCXbUVpRF7fJFvLH4craxEGlxZSZIUwSV4BL2_SdADOpjJf0jP885nEhq2hMj7bz0Gn40kqu_880xR9JGVDZg8xw0Pi9Lem0uUo0XndI5XJS-U6BR5m3OGMuC76-ATZeJYj8QEAAA

